
Approved Virginia Animal Control Officer (ACO) Training  
 
Training requirements for Virginia animal control officers can be found in the Virginia Comprehensive 
Animal Laws, §3.1-796.104:1 Training of animal control officers, available at 
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+3.1-796.104C1. Virginia Animal Control Officer 
Training Standards are available at http://www.vdacs.virginia.gov/animals/pdf/vaaco.pdf. Authorized 
training entities shall promptly provide ACO training information (both basic ACO training and 
continuing education (CE) to the State Veterinarian. All questions pertaining to ACO training and 
requests for course approval (both basic and continuing education) to be taught by training entities 
other than approved regional criminal justice academies shall be directed to the State Veterinarian, 
P.O. Box 1163, Richmond, Virginia 23218, (804) 786–2483. 
 
The following regional criminal justice academies are approved by the State Veterinarian to provide 
both basic ACO training and continuing education training courses. The State Veterinarian will 
consider approval of other local, regional, or private ACO educational opportunities, individually, 
upon receipt of the appropriate course information from the training entity. 
 
Cardinal Criminal Justice Academy 
Richard L Schumaker, Director 
917 Central Avenue 
Salem, VA, 24153 
(540) 375-3095 
rschumaker@cardinalacademy.org
www.cardinalacademy.org/
 
Central Shenandoah Criminal Justice Academy 
Randall Flesher, Acting Director 
P O Box 88 
Weyers Cave, VA, 24486 
(540) 234-9191 
censhen@aol.com
www.br.cc.va.us/academy/
 
Central Virginia Criminal Justice Academy 
Ron Staton, Director 
P.O. Box 287 
Lynchburg, VA, 245050287 
P.O. Box 287 
Lynchburg, VA, 245050287 
ron.staton@lynchburgva.gov
www.cvcja.org
 
Crater Criminal Justice Academy 
Steve R Mahoney, Director 
11033 Prince George Drive 
Disputanta, VA, 23842 
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(804) 722-9742 
srmahoney@ccja.org
www.ccja.org
 
Hampton Roads Criminal Justice Training Academy 
Vince Ferrara, Director 
805 Middle Ground Blvd. 
Newport News, VA, 23606 
(757) 591-9059 
vferrara@hampton.gov  
www.hrcjta.org
 
New River Criminal Justice Training Academy 
Martin Alford, Director 
P.O. Box 161 
New River, VA, 241290161 
(540) 639-9096 
academy@swva.net
nrcjta.org
 
Northern Virginia Criminal Justice Academy 
Gary L Bullard, Director 
45299 Research Place 
Ashburn, VA, 201472600 
(703) 729-4299 
gbullard@nvcja.org
www.nvcja.org/
 
Piedmont Reg. Criminal Justice Training Academy 
Charles E Long, Director 
605 4th St., Box 1226 
Martinsville, VA, 24114 
(276) 632-1149 
clong@prcjta.org
www.prcjta.org
 
Rappahannock Regional Criminal Justice Academy 
Edward J Evers, Director 
3630 Lee Hill Drive 
Fredericksburg, VA, 22408 
(540) 371-2875 
rrcja@rrcja.org
www.rrcja.org
 
Southwest Law Enforcement Academy 
Douglas H Cooley, Director 
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330 Bonham Road 
Bristol, VA, 24201 
(276) 645-3700 
doug@swlea.org
www.swlea.org
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